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A bill

TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY ADDING SECTION 56-5-1897 SO AS TO PROVIDE SPEED LIMITATIONS ON VEHICLES MEETING OR OVERTAKING WASTE SERVICE VEHICLES, AND PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS; AND BY AMENDING SECTION 56-5-170, RELATING TO the definition of the term “AUTHORIZED EMERGENCY VEHICLES”, SO AS TO INCLUDE “WASTE SERVICE VEHICLES” WITHIN THE DEFINITION of the term, AND TO PROVIDE THEY MAY BE EQUIPPED WITH STROBE LIGHTS.

[bookmark: ew_3df5619a0]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_c257803d1][bookmark: dl_c5e775f1b]SECTION 1.	Article 3, Chapter 5, Title 56 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:

[bookmark: ns_T56C5N1897_b2788d1f3][bookmark: ss_T56C5N1897SA_lv1_b8849815c]	Section 56-5-1897.	(A) No person shall drive a motor vehicle and meet or overtake from either direction a stopped waste service vehicle at a speed in excess of fifteen miles an hour.
[bookmark: ss_T56C5N1897SB_lv1_46f8ade43]	(B) For purposes of this section, “waste service vehicle” means any garbage collection vehicle, including a vehicle collecting recyclables or yard waste, which is used for curbside collection, makes frequent stops, and is not fully automated.
[bookmark: ss_T56C5N1897SC_lv1_18672f41a]	(C) The speed limitation set forth in subsection (A) applies only under the following circumstances:
[bookmark: ss_T56C5N1897S1_lv2_50f69fbaa]		(1) The waste service vehicle is identifiable as a waste service vehicle based on the vehicle configuration or markings on the vehicle;
[bookmark: ss_T56C5N1897S2_lv2_552f9074e]		(2) The waste service vehicle operator is giving a visual signal by means of a stationary sign to warn of the presence of workers or must use flashing lights to caution other drivers; and
[bookmark: ss_T56C5N1897S3_lv2_565390bb5]		(3) The waste service vehicle is not located on a private driveway, controlled access highway, interstate highway, or road or highway with a center line and more than two lanes.
[bookmark: ss_T56C5N1897SD_lv1_b15a0ddd4]	(D) A person who violates the provisions of subsection (A) is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, must be fined not less than one hundred dollars nor more than three hundred dollars. If the person convicted of violating subsection (A) exceeded the speed limit by at least fifteen miles an hour or caused serious injury or death to a waste service vehicle worker, then the person must be fined not less than three hundred dollars nor more than one thousand dollars, or imprisoned not more than one year, or both.

[bookmark: bs_num_2_87f38d381][bookmark: dl_e9447be91]SECTION 2.	Section 56-5-170 of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_T56C5N170_3ce227d2f][bookmark: ss_T56C5N170SA_lv1_6bc4b92f5]	Section 56-5-170.	(A) Authorized emergency vehicles for purposes of this section include the following:
[bookmark: ss_T56C5N170S1_lv2_210e3eabd]		(1) fire department vehicles;
[bookmark: ss_T56C5N170S2_lv2_1b41c8d70]		(2) police vehicles;
[bookmark: ss_T56C5N170S3_lv2_4d174e447]		(3) ambulances and rescue squad vehicles which are publicly owned;
[bookmark: ss_T56C5N170S4_lv2_153731781]		(4) vehicles of coroners and deputy coroners of the forty-six counties as designated by the coroners;
[bookmark: ss_T56C5N170S5_lv2_9b243b6eb]		(5) emergency vehicles designated by the fire department or the chief of police of a municipality;
[bookmark: ss_T56C5N170S6_lv2_a2ff85bda]		(6) county government litter enforcement vehicles used by certified law enforcement Class 3 litter control officers;
[bookmark: ss_T56C5N170S7_lv2_16c3f7579]		(7) Department of Natural Resources vehicles, federal natural resources vehicles, and forestry commission vehicles when being used in the performance of law enforcement duties;
[bookmark: ss_T56C5N170S8_lv2_164d1ef2e]		(8) public and private vehicles while transporting individuals actually engaged in emergency activities because one or more occupants belong to a fire department, volunteer fire department, police department, sheriff's office, authorized county government litter enforcement office, rescue squad, or volunteer rescue squad;
[bookmark: ss_T56C5N170S9_lv2_e23a4f855]		(9) county or municipal government jail or corrections vehicles used by certified jail or corrections officers, and emergency vehicles designated by the Director of the South Carolina Department of Corrections;
[bookmark: ss_T56C5N170S10_lv2_d26b185ed]		(10) vehicles designated by the Commissioner commissioner of the Department of Health and Environmental Control when being used in the performance of law enforcement or emergency response duties;
[bookmark: ss_T56C5N170S11_lv2_3d34d90fe]		(11) federal law enforcement, military, and emergency vehicles; and
[bookmark: ss_T56C5N170S12_lv2_a6dfc8b6c]		(12) organ procurement organization vehicles, which means vehicles operated by organizations that perform or coordinate the procurement, preservation, and transport of organs and maintain systems for locating prospective recipients for available organs; and
[bookmark: ss_T56C5N170S13_lv2_68cd73c6e]		(13) publicly and privately owned and operated waste service vehicles as defined in Section 56‑5‑1897(B).
[bookmark: ss_T56C5N170SB_lv1_b888f14d9]	(B) Only authorized emergency vehicles and private security patrol vehicles regulated by the State Law Enforcement Division are allowed use or display of any blue lights or red lights. This includes light bars and smaller lights such as dash, deck, or visor lights. To “display” means to be seen, whether activated or not.
[bookmark: ss_T56C5N170SC_lv1_3bd62fcc2]	(C) A vehicle shall not display the word “police” unless it is an authorized emergency vehicle for use only by sworn police or other officers who are approved and certified by the South Carolina Criminal Justice Academy.
[bookmark: ss_T56C5N170SD_lv1_792b59e20]	(D) The provisions of this section do not apply to automobile dealerships, to police equipment suppliers that sell, deliver, or equip police vehicles to or for a law enforcement agency, to vehicles owned solely as collector’s items and used only for participation in club activities, exhibits, tours, parades, and similar uses, or to persons designated by an agency owning such a vehicle to drive the vehicle or drive an auxiliary vehicle transporting such a vehicle.
[bookmark: ss_T56C5N170SE_lv1_76d1aceb3]	(E) A publicly or privately owned or operated waste service vehicle may be equipped with a white flashing strobe light. The strobe light may be installed on the roof of the vehicle not to exceed one-third the body length forward from the rear of the roof’s edge.

[bookmark: bs_num_3_lastsection][bookmark: eff_date_section]SECTION 3.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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