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A bill

to amend the South Carolina Code of Laws by amending Section 16‑23‑420 and 16‑23‑430, relating to Possession of a firearm on school property and Carrying of a weapon on school property, respectively, both so as to increase the penalties for an offense.

[bookmark: ew_f5a67826e]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_68b0cfee5][bookmark: dl_0b056fb1a]SECTION 1.	Sections 16‑23‑420 through 16‑23‑430 of the S.C. Code are amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_T16C23N420_eda31bf09][bookmark: ss_T16C23N420SA_lv1_1f86e1ce7]	Section 16‑23‑420.	(A) It is unlawful for a person to possess a firearm of any kind on any premises or property owned, operated, or controlled by a private or public school, college, university, technical college, other post‑secondary institution, or in any publicly owned building, without the express permission of the authorities in charge of the premises or property. The provisions of this subsection related to any premises or property owned, operated, or controlled by a private or public school, college, university, technical college, or other post‑secondary institution, do not apply to a person who is authorized to carry a concealed weapon pursuant to Article 4, Chapter 31, Title 23 when the weapon remains inside an attended or locked motor vehicle and is secured in a closed glove compartment, closed console, closed trunk, or in a closed container secured by an integral fastener and transported in the luggage compartment of the vehicle.
[bookmark: ss_T16C23N420SB_lv1_0c5c8dec8]	(B) It is unlawful for a person to enter the premises or property described in subsection (A) and to display, brandish, or threaten others with a firearm.
[bookmark: ss_T16C23N420SC_lv1_ed9b6f807]	(C) A person who violates the provisions of this section is guilty of a felony and, upon conviction, must be fined not more than five ten thousand dollars or imprisoned not more than five ten years, or both.
[bookmark: ss_T16C23N420SD_lv1_fcfe1ffd7]	(D) This section does not apply to a guard, law enforcement officer, or member of the armed forces, or student of military science. A married student residing in an apartment provided by the private or public school whose presence with a weapon in or around a particular building is authorized by persons legally responsible for the security of the buildings is also exempted from the provisions of this section.
[bookmark: ss_T16C23N420SE_lv1_b31461277]	(E) For purposes of this section, the terms “premises” and “property” do not include state or locally owned or maintained roads, streets, or rights‑of‑way of them, running through or adjacent to premises or property owned, operated, or controlled by a private or public school, college, university, technical college, or other post‑secondary institution, which are open full time to public vehicular traffic.
[bookmark: ss_T16C23N420SF_lv1_64a60b23f]	(F) This section does not apply to a person who is authorized to carry concealed weapons pursuant to Article 4, Chapter 31 of, Title 23 when upon any premises, property, or building that is part of an interstate highway rest area facility.

[bookmark: cs_T16C23N430_a40bd1662][bookmark: ss_T16C23N430SA_lv1_32ff9ba3e]	Section 16‑23‑430.	(A) It shall be is unlawful for any person, except state, county, or municipal law enforcement officers or personnel authorized by school officials, to carry on his person, while on any elementary or secondary school property, a knife, with a blade over two inches long, a blackjack, a metal pipe or pole, firearms, or any other type of weapon, device, or object which may be used to inflict bodily injury or death.
[bookmark: ss_T16C23N430SB_lv1_68d8d6be5]	(B) This section does not apply to a person who is authorized to carry a concealed weapon pursuant to Article 4, Chapter 31, Title 23 when the weapon remains inside an attended or locked motor vehicle and is secured in a closed glove compartment, closed console, closed trunk, or in a closed container secured by an integral fastener and transported in the luggage compartment of the vehicle.
[bookmark: ss_T16C23N430SC_lv1_37a442ef7]	(C) A person who violates the provisions of this section is guilty of a felony and, upon conviction, must be fined not more than onetwo thousand dollars or imprisoned not more than five ten years, or both. Any weapon or object used in violation of this section may be confiscated by the law enforcement division making the arrest.

[bookmark: bs_num_2_6fcc2d7d5][bookmark: savings_8d36c7b01]SECTION 2.	The repeal or amendment by this act of any law, whether temporary or permanent or civil or criminal, does not affect pending actions, rights, duties, or liabilities founded thereon, or alter, discharge, release or extinguish any penalty, forfeiture, or liability incurred under the repealed or amended law, unless the repealed or amended provision shall so expressly provide.  After the effective date of this act, all laws repealed or amended by this act must be taken and treated as remaining in full force and effect for the purpose of sustaining any pending or vested right, civil action, special proceeding, criminal prosecution, or appeal existing as of the effective date of this act, and for the enforcement of rights, duties, penalties, forfeitures, and liabilities as they stood under the repealed or amended laws.

[bookmark: bs_num_3_lastsection][bookmark: eff_date_section][bookmark: _Hlk77157096]SECTION 3.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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