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WEEK IN REVIEW

HOUSE

The House of Representatives returned S.199 to the Senate with amendments. This bill addresses CHILD DAY CARE CENTERS RUN BY RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS and makes various other revisions to state laws governing the operation of child day care facilities and group day care home. The bill subjects religious day care facilities to registration and inspection procedures and requirements for floor space, child-staff ratio, and staff training required of other day care facilities. A statement of registration must be issued to a religious day care facility upon satisfactory completion of prescribed procedures.  Religious facilities must display the statement of registration conspicuously on the premises, and state the registration number in all advertisements. Inspection of religious day care facilities must be conducted before registration renewal. The House amended the bill so as to provide that Department of Social Services may not prescribe the curriculum for religious day care staff training, other than curriculum which addresses administration, child growth and development, and health and safety.  The amendment also provides that DSS may not prescribe the content of curriculum activities for children that are provided in religious day care centers.   

S.199 makes various other revisions pertaining to child day care centers and group day care homes.  Child day care centers and group day care homes must display their license number in all advertisements; family day care homes must state their registration number in all advertisements.  The bill makes various revisions to legal definitions of child day care facilities, to include, among other things, certain day camps and summer resident camps under the term “child day care facilities.”  The bill revises conditions for seeking an injunction against an operator of a child day care center or group day home.  The bill eliminates the power of the Department of Social Services to issue a declaratory order on drawings and specifications of proposed construction. Instead, the bill authorizes DSS to offer consultation on proposed construction at the request of day care operators.  

The House approved and enrolled for ratification S.126 which pertains to the TESTING OF CRIMINAL OFFENDERS WHO EXPOSE THEIR VICTIMS TO BODILY FLUIDS.  Upon the request of a victim (or victim’s legal guardian) that has been exposed to body fluids during the commission of a criminal offense, this bill requires the solicitor to petition the court to have the offender tested for Hepatitis B and HIV. Under the bill, test results are confidential and may be disclosed only to the solicitor who obtained the court order.  For the purpose of providing medical treatment, the bill requires the solicitor to disclose positive test results to the state or local correctional facility where the offender is imprisoned or detained and to the Department of Health and Environmental Control.  The solicitor may also notify the victim or victim’s legal guardian, the victim’s attorney, the juvenile offender’s parent or guardian, and the offender’s attorney.  If testing was not requested by the victim or victim’s guardian and the offender was convicted or adjudicated delinquent, then the bill requires the court to order the offender to undergo testing for Hepatitis B and HIV.  Upon a showing of probable cause that the offender committed a crime, the collection of additional samples, including blood, saliva, head or pubic hair, may be contemporaneously ordered by the court so that the State may conduct scientific testing, including DNA analysis.  The results of the testing, including DNA analysis, may be used for evidentiary purposes in any court proceeding.  Otherwise, the bill provides that test results may not be used as evidence in any criminal trial of the offender.

The House approved and enrolled for ratification S.709 which establishes a new misdemeanor for intentionally LEAVING A FUELING STATION WITHOUT PAYING FOR GASOLINE.  This bill makes it unlawful to intentionally leave an establishment without making payment for gasoline that is dispensed into a motor vehicle.  Upon conviction, a violator must be fined not more than five hundred dollars and/or imprisoned for not more than thirty days.  At the discretion of the trial judge, penalties may also include suspension of an offender’s driver’s license for a period of not more than thirty days for a first offense, and not more than ninety days for a second or subsequent offense.

The House adopted the Free Conference Report for H.3705 and ordered the bill enrolled for ratification.  This bill pertains to VETERANS’ AFFAIRS OFFICERS.  The bill requires the county veterans’ affairs officer position to be filled by a qualified veteran.  However, a qualified nonveteran may fill the position if the veteran under consideration has lesser qualifications than the nonveteran.  The bill defines “veteran” as a person who served on active duty for a period of more than 180 days and was discharged or released from such active duty with an honorable discharge; or if the service was less than 180 days, the person was discharged or released from active duty because of a service-connected disability.  H.3705 requires newly appointed veterans’ affairs officers to receive accreditation within one year of appointment; the accreditation must be provided by the State Division of Veterans Affairs or through an accredited national veterans service organization.  Additionally, the bill requires yearly refresher training.

The House approved and enrolled for ratification S.493 which pertains to COSMETOLOGISTS AND NAIL TECHNICIANS.  This bill changes the term manicurist to nail technician and revises the definitions of cosmetology and esthetician.  Under the bill, the Advisory Committee to the State Board of Cosmetology may receive the same mileage, subsistence, and per diem as provided for members of state boards, committees, and commissions.  A cosmetology school that is part of a high school, trade school, or industrial school must be licensed by the board, but is exempt from executing a bond.  The bill provides for biennial renewal of licenses issued by the Board of Cosmetology.  A licensee may place his or her license on inactive status by completing and submitting a form to the board.  To reactivate an inactive license, an individual must submit a fee and comply with the continuing education requirements as provided by regulations.

The House returned S.372 to the Senate with amendment.  This bill revises provisions which PROHIBIT INDIVIDUALS CONVICTED OF DRIVING UNDER THE INFLUENCE FROM BEING EMPLOYED AS DAY CARE WORKERS. Current law provides that individuals who have been convicted of specified felonies are prohibited from being employed as a day care worker.  Under the bill, the prohibition on day care employment does not apply to a person convicted under the Class F felony of driving under the influence so long as the conviction occurred at least 10 years prior to the application and the following conditions are met: (a) the person has not been convicted in this state or any other state of an alcohol or drug violation during the previous 10 years, (b) the person has not been convicted of and had no charges pending in this state or any other state for a violation of driving while his or her license is canceled, suspended, or revoked during the previous 10 years, and (c) the person has completed successfully an alcohol or drug assessment and treatment program provided by the South Carolina Department of Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse Services or an equivalent program by a designated agency.  As amended by the House, the bill provides that a person who has been convicted of a first offense (as opposed the a fourth offense in the Senate-passed version) of South Carolina Code of Laws § 56-5-2930 must not drive a motor vehicle or provide transportation while in the official course of his or her duties as a day care worker.  This bill also provides that a person must be terminated as a day care worker if the person subsequently violates any law or ordinance relating to operating a motor vehicle while under the influence of intoxicating liquor, drugs, or narcotics.

The House sent to the Senate H.3786 which pertains TO THE CERTIFICATION OF CANDIDATES FOR PARTY PRIMARIES and other revisions to election provisions. The bill requires a political party nominating a candidate by party primary or convention to provide written certification of the candidate’s qualifications before the name may be placed on the ballot.  The bill also requires written certification of the qualifications of candidates nominated by petition, before the name may be placed on the ballot. The State Election Commission is required to provide parties with affidavits to use for the required written certification of candidates.  Failure to file the affidavit with the political party shall result in the disqualification of the candidate.  Additionally, a candidate who knowingly falsifies his affidavit is disqualified as a candidate/office holder.   Additionally, the bill revises certain filing deadlines and details of the general election ballot plan.  The legislation establishes deadlines for making absentee ballots available.

The House amended and sent to the Senate H.3317 which establishes requirements that apply to the DISPLACEMENT OF A PRIVATE COMPANY PROVIDING COLLECTION SERVICES FOR SOLID WASTE AND/OR RECOVERED MATERIALS.

The House amended H.3382 and recommitted the bill to the House Medical, Military, Public and Municipal Affairs Committee.  The bill REQUIRES A FEMALE WHO IS PREGNANT, UNMARRIED, AND UNDER EIGHTEEN TO COMPLETE A PREGNANCY PREVENTION COURSE provided by the Department of Health and Environmental Control.  The House amended the bill so as to limit the requirement to such pregnant females receiving Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF).  The amendment also requires DHEC to offer at least one course which provides an abstinence-only curriculum, and at least one course offering instruction on birth control methods.  Each course must also include education about sexually transmitted diseases.

SENATE

The Senate adopted the Report of the Committee of Free Conference to H.3705, pertaining to VETERANS’ AFFAIRS OFFICERS.  This bill requires the county veterans’ affairs officer position to be filled by a qualified veteran.  However, a qualified nonveteran may fill the position if the veteran under consideration has lesser qualifications than the nonveteran.  The bill defines “veteran” as a person who served on active duty for a period of more than 180 days and was discharged or released from such active duty with an honorable discharge; or if the service was less than 180 days, the person was discharged or released from active duty because of a service-connected disability.  H.3705 requires newly appointed veterans’ affairs officers to receive accreditation within one year of appointment; the accreditation must be provided by the State Division of Veterans Affairs or through an accredited national veterans service organization.  Additionally, the bill requires yearly refresher training.

The Senate concurred in House amendments to S.372 which revises provisions which PROHIBIT INDIVIDUALS CONVICTED OF DRIVING UNDER THE INFLUENCE FROM BEING EMPLOYED AS DAY CARE WORKERS.  The bill was ordered enrolled for ratification.

The Senate approved and enrolled for ratification H.3335. This bill PERMITS A DRIVER’S LICENSE OR DRIVER’S PERMIT APPLICANT VOLUNTARILY TO DISCLOSE A PERMANENT MEDICAL CONDITION AND ORGAN AND TISSUE DONOR INFORMATION ON HIS LICENSE OR PERMIT.  This information must be indicated by a symbol on the license or permit and maintained as part of the driver’s record.  This information must be available, upon request, to law enforcement, EMS, hospital personnel.  Information about the license holder’s organ and tissue donor status must also be available, upon request, to the S.C. Donor Referral Network.

The Senate approved and sent to the House S.924, a joint resolution which EXEMPTS FROM THE MAKE-UP REQUIREMENT UP TO THREE SCHOOL DAYS MISSED DUE TO HURRICANE FLOYD.

JOINT ASSEMBLY: GOVERNOR’S STATE OF 

THE STATE ADDRESS

On Wednesday, January 19, the House of Representatives and Senate met in joint assembly in the House Chamber to be addressed by Governor James H. Hodges on the state of the state.  The Governor’s State of the State Address focused primarily on public education reform and included the following points of interest:


A proposal to have at least 500 nationally certified teachers in South Carolina by 2002.  The Governor proposed loaning a teacher $2,000 so that he or she may begin the certification process, and then forgiving that loan if the teacher successfully completes the training.


A proposal to reward outstanding achievement in teaching with performance bonuses: $25,000 for the South Carolina Teacher of the Year, $10,000 for each of the four teachers on the South Carolina Honor Roll, and $1,000 for each district teacher of the year.


A proposal that every South Carolina school develop a character education program focusing on traits like good citizenship, respect, honesty, and integrity. 


A recommendation for an additional $10,000 for the First Steps Program.  The Governor also proposed having the First Steps Board of Trustees, along with his office, to take a comprehensive look at child care in South Carolina.


A challenge to every student in kindergarten through 12th grade to read at least 20 books this year.  Those who do will be named members of the “Governor’s Reading Honor Roll.”


A recommendation for a state lottery with proceeds to be specifically devoted to education.  The Governor estimated that funds from an education lottery will double the number of state-sponsored scholarships currently available in South Carolina.  The Governor proposed to offer young people the chance to earn an associate’s degree tuition free.  The Governor predicted that lottery funds would make higher education more accessible by providing a $2,000 scholarship for anyone earning a B average.  The Governor also predicted that lottery funds would improve upon existing LIFE scholarships.  The Governor estimated that for high school students, who earn a B and meet the SAT requirement, that scholarship money would double from $2,000 to $4,000.  Additionally, the Governor proposed using lottery funds to provide scholarships to help teachers upgrade their knowledge of the subjects they teach.


A proposal to have an annual three-day weekend sales tax holiday in August.


A proposal to implement a Seniors Drug Program in South Carolina.  The Governor also recommended that $4.5 million be devoted to home health care services.


A proposal to use 20% of the tobacco settlement for an Economic Development Trust.  The Governor proposed using these funds to help pay for a variety of initiatives to aid tobacco communities and underdeveloped areas of the state.


A recommendation for a 3% pay raise for state employees earning less than $30,000 a year and a 2% pay raise for those earning $30,000 and above.  The Governor also proposed 28-year-retirement, a restructured health insurance plan, and matching funds for the state 401K.


With regard to emergency preparedness, the Governor proposed expanding and linking law enforcement radio systems so that different agencies can share the latest information.  The Governor proposed broadcasting AM radio alerts and having roadside message boards to keep drivers informed.  The Governor also proposed having the Emergency Preparedness Division under his control.


With regard to technology, the Governor called for a new technology officer.  The Governor proposed having the Technology Secretary’s Office coordinate public/private partnerships to enhance business development and take high-speed internet access statewide.  The Governor also recommended that the Division of Motor Vehicle’s Project Phoenix continue to be funded.


With regard to public safety, the Governor announced that he is creating a Task Force on Domestic Violence.  This group will be charged with developing a plan to help prevent domestic violence, provide for the safety of victims, and punish offenders.


With regard to the Barnwell landfill, the Governor urged the General Assembly to petition for membership in the Atlantic Compact.


A recommendation that state government recognize the life and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. in the form of an official state holiday.


A proposal to move the Confederate Battle Flag from atop the State House dome to a place of historical significance on the State House grounds.

HOUSE COMMITTEE ACTION

AGRICULTURE, NATURAL RESOURCES, AND ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS

The full Agriculture, Natural Resources, and Environmental Affairs Committee did not meet this week.

EDUCATION AND PUBLIC WORKS

The full Education and Public Works Committee did not meet this week.

JUDICIARY

The full Judiciary Committee did not meet this week.

LABOR, COMMERCE, AND INDUSTRY

The full House Labor, Commerce and Industry Committee met on Tuesday, January 18, and gave a report of favorable with amendment to H.3693 which proposes to change the UNSOLICITED CONSUMER TELEPHONE CALL restrictions laid out in Section 16-17-445.  Responding to a motion to reconsider, the Committee will take up the bill again at its next meeting.  

The Committee recommitted two bills to the Insurance Subcommittee:  H.3295 pertains to FRATERNAL BENEFIT SOCIETIES.  H.3830 allows MOTOR VEHICLE RENTAL COMPANIES TO SELL TYPES OF MOTOR VEHICLE RELATED INSURANCE COVERAGE without being considered insurance agents.

MEDICAL, MILITARY, PUBLIC AND 

MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS

The full Medical, Military, Public and Municipal Affairs Committee did not meet this week.

WAYS AND MEANS

The full Ways and Means Committee did not meet this week.

BILLS INTRODUCED IN THE HOUSE 

THIS WEEK

EDUCATION AND PUBLIC WORKS


H.4449 CONDUCT OF PUBLIC SCHOOL STUDENTS Rep. Rutherford
This  bill requires that - on a grade-by-grade, phased-in basis beginning with grades K-5 - public school students must be required to address school employees in a respectful manner by using terms which are specified in the bill.  The bill requires that school district boards incorporate these provisions into existing disciplinary policies, but the bill prohibits school boards from providing suspension or expulsion as punishment for violating the mandates of the bill. 


H.4453 PURPLE HEART LICENSE PLATES Rep. McGee
This bill increases from one to two the number of Purple Heart license plates which may be issued to a Purple Heart recipient.


H.4454 PARKING FOR DISABLED VETERANS Rep. McGee
This bill amends current law regarding special license plates for disabled American veterans by providing that the Department of Public Safety must issue a sticker to attach to such a  plate, allowing the disabled veteran to park in a handicapped parking place.

JUDICIARY


H.4456 ESTABLISHMENT OF A SPECIFIED PROCEDURE FOR THE ENACTMENT OR REPEAL OF LAWS AND CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS BY INITIATIVE PETITION AND REFERENDUM Rep. Bowers

This joint resolution proposes to amend the State Constitution so as to establish a specified procedure for the enactment or repeal of laws and constitutional amendments by initiative petition and referendum.  H.4456 provides that there is reserved in the people the power to repeal and enact laws and constitutional amendments by initiative petition.  The joint resolution outlines procedures through which the people may invoke initiative and referendum powers.  The joint resolution provides that initiative powers may not be used to enact laws relating to the following: (1) creating courts, prescribing court rules, or altering the tenure, qualifications of, compensation for, or removal from judicial office and (2) naming or designating any person to hold a public office.  The joint resolution has language in it indicating that the proposed amendment must be construed consistent with the State Constitution and is an additional method of amending the State Constitution and enacting general laws.  H.4456 provides that the proposed amendment must be submitted to the qualified electors at the next general election for representatives.


H.4457 “SOUTH CAROLINA GARNISHMENT ACT” Rep. Bowers

This bill outlines procedures through which a person who has recovered a certain judgment against another person may obtain a writ of garnishment.  A writ of garnishment subjects the salary or wages of a debtor to garnishment up to specified limitations.  Under the bill, the garnishment may not exceed the lesser of (1) 25% of the debtor’s disposable earnings or (2) the amount by which the debtor’s disposable earnings for that week exceeds thirty times the federal minimum hourly wage prescribed by the Federal Labor Standards Act of 1938.  “Disposable earnings” means that part of the earnings of an individual remaining after deduction from those earnings of the amount required by the law to be withheld.  The bill provides that a writ of garnishment may be issued only from actions arising under contract for services or goods provided to an individual by a business or service provider, or another individual, and not from an action in tort.  Also, the bill does not apply to garnishment for the payment of income tax or the payment of child support which are otherwise provided for by the laws of this State.


H.4460 PROPERTY EXEMPT FROM DISTRESS PROCEEDINGS Rep. McGee

This bill includes in the list of property exempt from distress proceedings the following: property which is owned by a third party for which the magistrate finds ownership was not transferred from the tenant to a third party for the purpose of avoiding distraint.  This bill also amends South Carolina Code of Laws §27-39-250, relating to the property of others on rented premises, so as to require the magistrate to conduct a hearing concerning the ownership of the property of a third party.  Under the bill, if the magistrate finds the property was transferred to the third party for the purpose of avoiding distraint, then the distrained property of the third party is subject to sale.


H.4469 “PERSONAL IDENTITY INFORMATION PRIVACY ACT OF 2000” 

   Rep. D. Smith

This bill establishes the offense of “identity fraud.”  The offense of identity fraud is defined as the knowing access to, release, disclosure, or use of personal information about an individual without obtaining the prior written authorization of the individual.  Penalties are established for failure to comply with the provisions of this bill.  In the event that a criminal proceeding is brought, the bill provides that the crime is considered to have been committed in any county in which a part of the identity fraud took place, in any county where the personal information was accessed, or in any county where the victim of identity fraud resides.

Under the bill, “personal information” means social security numbers, driver’s license numbers, checking account numbers, credit card numbers, credit card numbers, debit card numbers, personal identification numbers, electronic identification numbers, digital signatures, medical records, information relating to personal purchasing habits or preferences, or any other numbers or information which may be used to access an individual’s financial resources.

However, the bill does allow an individual’s “personal information” to be accessed, released, disclosed, used or made available under the following conditions: (1) with prior written authorization of the individual, (2) for use by any governmental agency, including court or law enforcement agency, in carrying out its legitimate functions, (3) pursuant to a valid court order or subpoena, and (4) in compliance with a federal statute or regulation.  

The bill also provides for a joint legislative study committee to study personal information privacy issues; under the bill, the study committee is required to report to the General Assembly by October 15, 2000.

LABOR, COMMERCE, AND INDUSTRY

H.4465 MOTOR VEHICLE DEALERSHIPS Rep. Harrison

This bill imposes new requirements which impact the relationship between motor vehicle manufacturers/franchisors and dealerships of new motor-vehicles.  The bill provides that it is unlawful for a motor vehicle manufacturer or franchisor or any parent, affiliate, wholly or partially owned subsidiary, officer, or representative of a manufacturer or franchisor to own, operate, or control a new motor vehicle dealer in this State.  Exceptions are provided.  The bill imposes various restrictions to prevent a manufacturer/franchisor from competing unfairly with a dealer of new motor vehicles.   The legislation provides that it is unlawful to deny, restrict, or delay payment for a dealer’s valid claim for payment or reimbursement for warranty service or parts, incentives, hold-backs, or other amounts owed the dealer.  The bill places limits on audits for sales incentives, service incentives, rebates or other forms of incentive compensation. A franchisor that intends to establish a new dealership or relocate a dealership for a particular line-make motor vehicle within a ten-mile relevant market area of an existing dealership of the same line-make motor vehicle must notify the existing dealership in a specified manner.  Within sixty days of the receipt of the notification, the existing dealership may petition the court to enjoin or prohibit the new or relocated dealership.  The bill provides that the court shall prohibit the new or relocated dealership unless the franchisor shows, by a preponderance of the evidence, that the existing dealership is not providing adequate representation of the line-make motor vehicle in the pertinent market area. 


H.4458 “SERVICE CONTRACTS MODEL ACT” Rep. Cato

This bill enacts the “Service Contracts Model Act” to regulate the sale of service contracts for the repair, replacement, or maintenance of property usually used for personal, family, or household purposes.  A service contract may include towing, rental, and emergency road service.  The legislation does not apply to warranties, maintenance agreements, and commercial transactions.  Administrators of service contracts are required to register with the Department of Insurance.  The legislation requires those providing service under a contract to demonstrate financial responsibility.  The bill provides for the requirements of a reimbursement policy for insuring a service contract.  Form and content of service contracts are specified, and contract administrators are required to maintain certain records.  The Director of the Department of Insurance is authorized to conduct investigations and hearings for enforcement purposes.  Civil penalties are provided for violations.

H.4465 MODULAR BUILDING UNITS AND PLANNING/ZONING Rep. McGee

This bill revises provisions which require that a modular building unit meeting safety requirements must be accepted as equivalent to a site-built unit.  Under current statutory language, the requirements and rules enacted by local governments must be reasonable and uniformly applied and enforced without any distinction as to whether a building is a modular or site-constructed structure.  Under the bill, these local requirements and rules must be adopted pursuant to the South Carolina Local Government Comprehensive Planning and Enabling Act of 1994.


H.4467 CAPTIVE INSURANCE COMPANIES Rep. Cato

This bill provides for the regulation and operation of captive insurance companies.  Provisions  include requirements for incorporation, licensure, financial responsibility, annual reports.  The bill establishes investment requirements and grounds for license suspension and revocation.


H.4468 BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT CORPORATIONS Rep. Cato

This bill provides for various revisions to laws governing business development corporations.  Revisions include: definitions for “loan call,” and “loan call agreement,” and a redefinition of “loan limits.”  The bill authorizes a business development corporation to organize and incorporate a subsidiary corporation.  The powers of such subsidiaries are established.  The legislation eliminates statutory requirements for lines of credit and provides for lines of credit pursuant to mutual agreement.  The bill decreases from twenty to ten percent the total amount a member may have outstanding at any one time on loans to the corporation.  The bill provides for revolving lines of credit and lead lenders.  The legislation eliminates the automatic increase in lines of credit of merging entities.

H.4470 INSURANCE REFERRAL BY AUTOMOBILE SERVICE PROVIDERS Rep. Cato

This bill provides that it is an unfair trade practice for a provider of automobile repair and related services to pay for an insurance claimant to be referred to him or provide services to a claimant who is improperly referred.  The bill also provides that it is an unfair trade practice for someone to knowingly accept payment from a service provider for referring an insurance claimant to the provider.

MEDICAL, MILITARY, PUBLIC AND 

MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS

H.4464 exemption from psychology licensure Rep. Haskins

Under this bill, persons who administer, score, and interpret various educational tests for the purpose of diagnosing educational concerns and prescribing educational treatment are exempt from psychology licensure requirements.

WAYS AND MEANS


H.4448 PROPERTY TAX ON CERTAIN BOATS Rep. Witherspoon

This bill provides that a boat on which the interest portion of any indebtedness on it is or would be deductible under the Internal Revenue Code as an interest expense on a qualified primary or second residence is also deemed to be a primary or second residence for purposes of ad valorem property taxation and is considered real rather than personal property for these purposes.


H.4451 "HOMESTEAD PROPERTY TAX DEFERRAL FOR THE

   ELDERLY ACT" Rep. Harrison
This bill provides that an individual taxpayer (or the agent of such individual) who qualifies for a homestead exemption because he or she is age sixty-five or over, or totally and permanently disabled or legally blind, may elect to defer payment of all or part of the ad valorem taxes levied on the homestead that exceed by more than fifty dollars the ad valorem taxes due on that homestead in the prior property tax year.   The qualifying taxpayer (or agent) must file an annual application for tax deferral with the tax collector within thirty days after tax notices for the year are mailed.  The bill provides circumstances under which such deferrals may not be granted including, but not limited to, taxes attributable to improvements to the homestead;  circumstances in which the total amount of deferred taxes and interest plus the total amount of all other unsatisfied liens on the homestead exceeds eighty-five percent of the fair market value of the homestead;  circumstances in which the homestead for which the deferral is sought is subject to certain liens;  circumstances in which any nondeferred taxes on the homestead are delinquent;  circumstances in which proof of fire and extended coverage insurance is not included in the application.

The bill requires an application form for the deferral; delineates what must be included on the form; provides procedures regarding the tax collector's approval or disapproval of the application and provides for an appeals process for disapproved applications.

The bill provides that the amount of taxes deferred accrues interest until paid at the rate of eight percent a year and, except in certain cases of appeal, interest begins accruing on the date the taxes were due.  The bill also provides that the taxes and interest deferred constitute a first lien and the bill provides for the attachment, collection, and duration of such a lien.

The bill provides responsibilities for the tax collector including certain notifications to property owners and provisions for handling payments.  The bill also provides for change in ownership of tax-deferred property, property foreclosures, and penalties for persons who wilfully file incorrect information regarding a deferral.


H.4459 NATIONAL WORLD WAR II MEMORIAL Rep. Tripp

 This joint resolution appropriates two hundred thousand dollars from the State General Fund for a contribution toward the construction of the National World War II Memorial located in the Mall in Washington, D.C.  This sum would equal one dollar for each South Carolinian who served in the Armed Forces of the U.S. during World War II.


H.4471 STATE INCOME TAX BRACKETS Rep. Davenport

This bill amends current law regarding annual inflation adjustments to state income tax brackets by deleting the provision limiting the inflation adjustment to one-half of the actual inflation rate and the overall four percent limit on the total inflation adjustment.
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44
2

